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Walt Ricks Oregon Substitute Teacher of the Year 2007

         A Lincoln and Tillamook County substitute teacher whose students call him “Abuelito” (Little Grandfather) has been selected as OSTA’s outstanding substitute teacher for 2007.  


Teachers, administrators, secretaries, and students all

love him.  Some even say the schools could not run without him.  One student said, “Mr. Ricks, if I were a magic person I would make you live forever.”  How does he engender

such affection?  By taking the hardest jobs and sticking

up for students who need extra encouragement. He even
takes pies in the face on the last day of school—all for fun.

           Walt Ricks
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